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St. Joseph School Board 
450 Franklin Avenue, Garden City, NY 

Minutes of Meeting:  April 14, 2021 

School Board Members Present:  Mr. Colomban (Principal), Rori Martello (Assistant Principal), Msgr. Swiader, 

Robert York (President), Patrick Finley (Vice President), Joseph Marchese (Secretary), Kathryn Rafferty, Peter 

Doherty, John Dolan, Robert Fioravanti, Ralph Greenidge and Karla Guerra 

School Board Members Absent:  N/A 

PTA Representative:  Mary Beth Deierlein (President) 

Welcome 
Mr. York called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m.  The meeting was conducted in person in the SJS auditorium, 
with Mr. Greenidge and Mrs. Rafferty attending remotely. 
 
Opening Prayer and Minutes Recording 

Mr. Doherty led the opening prayer.  

Mr. Marchese recorded the minutes. 

A motion was made to confirm the minutes for the March 2021 meeting.  The minutes were confirmed. 

Principal’s Report 

1. Enrollment Update:  The total number of students currently enrolled for this school year is 331.  The 

preliminary projected total enrollment for the 2021/22 school year is 416 students, including 194 from Early 

Childhood, 130 from Elementary, and 92 from Middle School.  Also, there is a waiting list for enrollment in 

next year’s Treasure Time, Nursery and Pre-K programs.  The projected enrollment numbers are high 

because of organic growth, higher retention and an influx of students from closing diocesan schools 

(estimated at 38 students).  The administration will monitor whether the current projections require 

additional classes for next year’s Fourth, Fifth and Seventh grades.   

2. COVID Response And EOY Plans:  SJS plans to continue managing COVID-19 responsibly and with appropriate 

caution.  Middle school students will begin intramural volleyball later this month.  The Drama Production will 

happen as a live performance, allowing Eighth grade parents to attend in person.  The Administration will 

determine whether Seventh grade parents will also be allowed to attend in person.  Early Childhood step-up 

ceremonies will be held with limited attendance, class by class, from June 14 to 16.  The Eighth grade will have 

most of their traditional graduation events with minor modifications.  The Administration is reviewing ways 

for two classes to interact during outdoor recess, which is expected to occur starting next week.  Mr. 

Colomban said he is considering whether to make June 18 or 24 the last day of school for this year.  The 

decision will be affected by whether the NYS 180-day instruction mandate will remain in place or be lifted.   

3. Miscellaneous: 

a. The camera system upgrade and library remodel are slated for summer completion. 
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b. SJS is upgrading its Internet speed and capability, and is switching from Optimum to Verizon.  This 

work will begin after July 1. 

c. Mr. Colomban met with Fourth and Fifth grade parents today to discuss the Pathways program.  

Topics of discussion included whether next year’s classes would occur after school or during school 

on Fridays, and whether classes would be offered in person, remotely, or in some combination.  The 

Board discussed the formation of a Pathways committee to help support the program going forward. 

 

President’s Report 

1. Committee Reports:  Committee reports were provided.  Notably, the Athletics & RISE committee raised the 

idea of creating a Spring golf program at SJS, especially given the number of local golf courses located near 

the school.  The Capital Improvements committee discussed various school beautification and landscaping 

projects, including a facelift to the area surrounding the statue of St. Joseph on Franklin Avenue.  Committee 

members will schedule a walk of the grounds to discuss these projects further with Monsignor and Mr. 

Tangredi.  The Middle School committee report focused on how to secure a more diverse and sustainable 

selection of courses for the Pathways program, which may be facilitated by the creation of a new free-standing 

Pathways committee.   

2. Engaging The Village Community:  Mr. Finley suggested that SJS should take more steps to integrate with the 

Garden City Village community, including attempting to secure access for SJS students and families at the 

village pool and library. 

3. Tomorrow’s Hope Foundation VIRTUAL 5K:  This event had 274 total participants and raised a total of $8,600. 

4. Next Meeting:  Wednesday, May 12, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.   

 

Family Association Report 

1. St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations:  These received positive feedback and generated $1,600 profit. 

2. St. Patrick’s Day Luck of The Irish Reverse Raffle:  This also received positive feedback and generated 

$28,000 profit.  Based on this year’s success, SJS may bring this raffle back next year. 

3. St. Joseph’s Celebration:  This was a pizza day, and the students received cake pops. 

4. School Spirit Items:  The FA is looking at school spirit items to make available to our students and families.  

They are awaiting samples for inspection. 

5. Upcoming Spring Events:  SJS is moving forward with the following events:  Father/Daughter Dance on 5/7 

(outside venue?); Spring Soiree on 5/22 at Garden City Country Club (no live auction this year; working on 

class projects with class parents); Mother/Son Olympic-themed event on 6/3 (outside venue, or gym?); Golf 

and Tennis Outing on 6/14 (Ms. Cioffi has accepted the honoree nomination); Field Day (date TBD).   

Pastor’s Comments and Closing Prayer:  Monsignor thanked the Board for its continued efforts.  He gave special 
thanks to the Dolans and the Family Association for their excellent work on the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations and 
reverse raffle.  He said that First Communion masses begin on Saturday, April 24, and the parish was able to 
increase the number of guests per communicant from 3 to 5.  Monsignor gave the closing prayer at 9:33 p.m. 


